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Guidelines for PhD Degree Requirements and
Qualifying Examination Regulations,

Department of Shipping and Transportation Management,

National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology
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These guidelines are established in accordance with the University

Article 1 Examination Rules for Graduate Students’ Programs and the

Qualifying Examination Rules for PhD Candidacy.
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Article 2 Matters concerning admission, degree requirements, examinations,

departure procedures, and so forth shall be conducted in accordance

with these guidelines and other relevant rules and regulations of the

University.
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Chapter 2 Course Requirements
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Suspension and withdrawal shall follow the University Academic

Rules and Regulations. The minimum term of study required is 2

years.
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Article 4
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Article 6

Graduate students in the PhD program are required to complete at
least 36 hours of coursework. The required coursework includes 3
credit hours in a “Business Research Method”, 6 thesis hours, and a
minimum of 27 in elective courses. Credit hours enrolled must be
between 3 and 18 each semester for the first academic year.
Graduate students are required to complete at least one coursework
in English (Applicable from the 2021 semester).

The Department will recognize 6 credits maximum transferred from

other graduate institutes and universities as graduation credits.
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Chapter 3 Dissertation Advisor
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Graduate students in the PhD program shall have their Thesis
Advisor appointed by the end of the first academic year. Extension
for the appointment must be approved by Department Chair with
just reasons. The latest deadline for Thesis Advisor application is
the end of the second academic year and is not extendable.
The Department Chair is obligated to offer assistance in cases where
the graduate student fails to submit Thesis Advisor application in

time or when the Thesis Advisor is unable to continue advisorship.
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The selection of Thesis Advisor to graduate students in the PhD
program is limited to full professors or associate professors within
the Department. Professors external to the Department can be
appointed only under objective limitations such as professors being
out of the country, or when no professors appropriate to the
student’s topic of interest can be found. Such Thesis Advisor, upon
permission from Department Chair, shall co-advise with a full

professor or associate professor within the Department.
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Chapter 4 PhD Candidate Qualifying Examinations
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The PhD Examlnatlon Committee and PhD Candidate Qualifying
Examination Committee are established in accordance with the

University Examination Rules for Master’s and PhD Programs and



Article 7
(PhD
Candidate
Qualifying
Written Exam)

the Qualifying Examination Rules for PhD Candidacy. A graduate
student in the PhD program must pass the PhD Candidate
Qualifying Oral and Written Exams to become a PhD candidate.

Graduate students in the PhD program may apply for PhD
Candidate Qualifying Exams when they have fulfilled one academic
year and 12 credit hours or more. PhD students must select 2
specialized subjects and 1 analytical methodology subject for the
written exam. Once passing the written exam, students may apply
for their Thesis Proposal Oral Exam.

The Qualifying Written Exam shall be held once a semester during
the week of Mid-term Exams. The specialized and analytical
methodology subjects for examination shall be decided in a
Department Affairs Council Meeting.

PhD students may apply for the written exam within the first 3
weeks of semester. The passing grade for each subject is 70 and the
full score is 100. Failed subjects can be re-examined no more than
once before the term of study expires. Students who fail the exam

twice will be expelled.

A maximum of 2 subjects for the written exam may be exempted.

PhD students may apply for the exemption to the PhD Candidate

Qualifying Exam Committee with the following conditions:

1. A paper published in SSCI or SCI journals () may count for 2
subjects. A paper published in TSSCI journals or presented in an
international conference by foreign language count for 1 subject.

2. The published paper only their Thesis Advisor is allowed to be
the co-author and must be a research conducted during the PhD
program.

*The paper used for exam subject exemption must not be used as
the Thesis Proposal for the Oral Exam.

3. An industry-university collaboration project assisted and
executed by the student may count for 1 subject. The PhD
Candidate Qualifying Exam Committee shall determine whether

the project justifies an exam subject exemption.

PhD students shall complete the Qualifying Exams within 2 to 4



years of starting the program. Students who are currently employed
may apply for an extension for up to 2 years. Students who do not

pass all exam subjects in the prescribed conditions will be expelled.
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Article 8 Graduate students in the PhD program may apply for the PhD

Candidate Qualifying Oral Exam when the following conditions

o
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have been satisfied:

1. Having passed the Qualifying Written Exam..

2. Having published one article in SSCI or SCI journals or two
articles in TSSCI journals. These articles must be related to the
student’s thesis topic. The eligibility of the journal is dependent
on whether the journal is included in relevant databases at the
time of the article being published or accepted. The published
journal article only their Thesis Advisor is allowed to be the
co-author and must be a research conducted during the PhD
program. Its topic must be related to the field of Shipping and
Transportation Management. The eligibility of other journals in
specialized fields or foreign languages shall be judged by the
PhD Candidate Qualifying Exam Committee.

The Thesis Proposal set forward for the PhD Qualifying Oral Exam

must not be a paper that is used to count for exam subject

exemptions.

Graduate students who qualify for subparagraph 1 may apply for the

Thesis Proposal Oral Exam during course period of a semester. The

passing grade for the exam is 70 and the full score is 100. Students

who pass the exam shall be granted PhD candidacy.
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Article 9
(Constitution
of
Examination

Committee)
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The PhD Thesis Proposal Oral Examination Committee shall consist
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of at least 5 members. One-third of the committee members shall be

external to the University. In addition to specialist knowledge in the

thesis or seminar topic, a committee member must also possess the
following qualifications or experiences:

1. Having been a professor.

2. Having been an Academician or a Research Fellow in the
Academia Sinica.

3. Having been an Associate Professor or Associate Research
Fellow in the Academia Sinica, and is distinguished and
accomplished in the academic or a specialty field.

4. Having a PhD and is a distinguished and accomplished
academic.

5. Specialized in an uncommon or exceptional field with
significant academic or professional contribution.

Committee members who qualify Subparagraphs 3 and 5 shall

supply a list of publications, a resume of relevant qualifications and

experiences, and a summary of outstanding achievements to be
reviewed and approved in the Department Affairs Council Meeting.

Appointments by Subparagraphs 1, 2, and 4 are subject to the

University Rules and Regulations on PhD and Master’s Degree

Examinations.
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Article 10
(PhD
Dissertation
Oral Defense)

SSCI & SCI 2 ##h= - 5 & TSSCI#H 73~ = & - H il
TNEERER R UHmT B AT EEZD T AR TR
sk & 2 ’Rfrﬂi%" T '3'_”1#;] Ha(z = FF'#FI HHe)
L ER RN R ?lﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁmvﬁwﬁ BARR ¥ LR
AEAITEEDF LA Hm> o B g e P ah e S R
B2z o d HLECGEATRIPLE § FPdmit
T2 e

BArm g4 ok iz Fivo doe (T LBELTRY
Hdzm~ A EFLED -

BELlH 333 3REEPHERE LTI RFPII S RTRE
AR BEAEILECHYICEE BT BRI ERIR -
FEFry @2 0w R LT rigE i 26> 0 @b fidi
rRELIAFRE o PBLECGEEA R A SRR REFC R
oo PREFSARMAL -
PLBEIRL G- AL LR, S Lo L 2R FLIR
L RTFT T2 ot 2 2 - AR ER
? s WILR B R o FEFE - A e

PhD Candidates may apply for the Oral Defense when the following
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requirements have been satisfied.

1. Having passed the PhD Thesis Proposal Oral Exam.

2. Having published (including had gained formal accepted letter)
at least one article in SSCI or SCI journals or two articles in
TSSCI journals. These articles must be related to the student’s
thesis topic. The eligibility of the journal is dependent on
whether the journal is included in relevant databases at the time
of the article being published or accepted. The published journal
article only their Thesis Advisor (including co-advisor) is
allowed to be the co-author and must be a research conducted
during the PhD program. Its topic must be related to the field of
Shipping and Transportation Management. The eligibility of
other journals in specialized fields or foreign languages shall be
judged by the PhD Candidate Qualifying Exam Committee.

The article used for Candidate Qualifying Written Exam subject

exemption must not be used as the Dissertation Oral Defense.

PhD Candidates may apply for the Oral Defense when the following
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Article 12

requirements have been satisfied, which shall be open to the public,
six months after passing the PhD Thesis Proposal Oral Exam.

The Oral Defense's first draft must be submitted to the Committee
for review three weeks before the Oral Defense date. PhD
candidates shall notify the Department office to announce details of
the Oral Examination on the website two weeks before the Defense
date

The maximum score for PhD examinations is 100. The minimum
passing grade is 70. The evaluation shall be conducted no more than
once and decided by the attending Committee members' average
scores. Unsatisfactory scores received from over half of the

Committee members shall be deemed a failure..
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Chapter 6 Supplementary Provisions
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The stipulation and amendment of these regulations arising from the
needs of this Department’s academic development may be
implemented upon approval of the Department Affairs Council.
Any revisions and additions of these regulations shall be

non-retroactive.
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Matters not addressed in these rules and regulations shall be
conducted in accordance with relevant regulations and the academic
rules and regulations of the National Kaohsiung University of
Science and Technology. The content of these rules are to be
implemented upon the approval of Department Affairs Council
Meeting. The same procedure will be followed when revisions are

made to the above.



